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Message

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

I whole heartedly convey my best
wishes to the entire team of Rotary
Club Shimoga for one more successful Rotary year
under the leadership of Rtn. Anand R and his well
knitted team. Let us begin the New Year with lot of
new hopes and focus on making a tangible difference
in the lives of those around us and demonstrate
Rotary's commitment to build a Better World.

I look forward to working with you and sharing
your club's successes.

Let us UNITE FOR GOOD.

- Rtn. Jagadeesh Sarja
Zonal Lieutenant 2025-26
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Introduction of Qur Chief Guest & Installation Officer

Rtn. PDG. AVINASH POTDAR
RI Dist 3170 (2011-12)

ROTARY PROFILE of Rtn. Avinash Potdar
Rtn.AVINASH POTDAR, a IIndLevelMajor Donor of The
Rotary Foundation; is born in an illustrious family of freedom
and social reformers. He is son of SHRI. RAMBHAU POTDAR
who was a minister of Government of Karnatakaand then Chairman of Karnataka
Legislative Council.
ROTARY : Rtn.AVINA SHPOTDAR , was invited to join Rotary Club of Belgaum in
1983 and for last 42 years, he is serving his Club, Rotary District and community. He was
adjudged as the only “ BEST CLUB SECRETARY” of the District in 1994-95. He lead his
club success fully in1997-98 and wasrecognized with BEST PRESIDENT; BESTCLU
Band 6 more awards. The first major donor of the district came from his club during his
presidentship along with highest TRF contribution.
ROTARY :Dist 3170: Rtn. AVINASH, has served the district as the DCC for Annual
Giving TRF; Sportsand Games; Friendship Exchange, Public Relation; Centennial
Celebration; Polio Plus; Scholarships and Dist. Resolutions and Governor’s Aide. His
service was recognized with EXCELLENCE AWARD almost every year. He was GSR for
R.C. of Bailhongal. He is the only recipient “ BEST ASST. GOVERNOR” award during
2002-03 and collected 22 lacs for Polio Eradication. He was Org. Secretary of the
Centennial Conference held at Belgaum. He has been honored with TRF DISTRICT
SERVICE AWARD & 4 Avenues of Service citation. He has addressed Rotary; Rotract
and Interact forums as Trainer and Keynote Speaker on various occasions. Served
asDistrict Governor of R.I. District 3170 in the year2011-12and lead the District
successfully. Collected 5,46,000 Dollars (Per capita 102 Dollars) towards Rotary
Foundation which is highest then for District 3170 & 9 2 % membership growth.
* Appointedas Assistant Rotary Public Image Coordinator (ARIPC) Zone Vfor the year

2013- 14 & OSD 3170 for the year2013-14

District Trainer 3170 for the year 2014-15,

ARRFC2015-16Dist3170,3160 & 3180.

ARRFC2016-17Dist3170,3181 & 3182

Member of nomination committee for R.I. Director 2017-19.
Entertainment Chair Rotary Literacy Mission 2015, Pune
Entertainment Chair for Presidential Conference 2016 at Kolkatta
Regional Polio Awareness Award
Conferred with Rotary’s highest Service Above Self Award
Served as Facilitator during the Governors Elect Training (GETS) at Dubai,

Kualalumpur & Chennai and Indore
* Servedasa Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator (RRFC), averycoveted post,for

Zone V (2017-2020).

*Elected from RID 3170for the 2025 Council on Legislation to be held at Chicago from
April 13-17,2025.
Attended : Convention at Bangkok 2012-13& Brazil 2015-16
Instituteat Bangkok, Kolkatta, Hydrabad,Chennai, Jaipur, Dubai Addressed at Hydrabad
Institute on Indian Values & Rotary
SOCIAL PROFILE of Rtn. Avinash Potdar
Rtn.Avinas his the Former Directorofl14 year sold BelgaumPioneerUrbanCo-
opbankforlast 32 years and served as the Chairman twice, having achieved profit of more
than a crore. He is Instrumental in starting Markandeya Coop Sugar Mills Kakti, Belgaum,
Abig achievement, which was inaugurated by Former Prime Minister Shri Devegowda in
2019. He is Former Chairman of Markandeya Coop Sugar Mills Kakti, Belgaum and is
DirectorofKarnataka State Federation of Coop Sugar Factories. As the President of
Belgaum Education Society he is serving the cause of Education.
He has an excellent public relation. Through his personal contacts, he invited Shri. Sunil
Dutt, Shri Zakir Hussain; Shri T.N. Sheshan, Shatrughan Sinha, B.S. Chandrashekhar,
PrakashPadukone, Brijesh Patel, Atul Kulkarni, Gangubai Hanagal, Sachin Pilgaonkar,
Mahesh Kothare, Hon. Shri H D Devegowda on Rotary Platform on various occasions.
BUSINESS PROFILE of Rtn. Avinash Potdar : Rtn. AVINASH is the owner of
SWAROOP (NARTAKI) CINEMA and is associated with various professional
ORAGANISATIONS LIKE Belgaum Cine Exhibitors; Karnataka Film Exhibitors
and Karnataka Film Chamber of commerce. He has served these organizations as
President, vice President and Executive Committee Member. He is the Member,
Executive Committee,Cinema Exhibitors & Owners Association of India. For his
professional Excellence, he was felicitated at the hands of legendary Shri Rajkapoor,
Dr.Rajkumar, Shri. V.Shantaram and Lata Mangeshkar.
SPORTS PROFILE of Rtn. Avinash Potdar : Represented School Cricket Team and
was Captain of Lingraj College Cricket Team. He is the Founder President of Belgaum
Sports Club through which he organized Ranaji Trophy Matches &1999- 2000 Ranji
Match was for Polio awareness and Prepared the first Turf wicket in north Karnataka at
Union Gymkhana Belgaum. Conducted one-day Exhibition cum Charity Cricket Match
under the leadership of Shri. Sunil Gavaskar. The entire past test cricket players
participated in this match. Conducted Ranji Trophy match between Karnataka V/S Andhra
Pradesh in 2000 successtully. Conducted under 16 and under 19 Cricket match between
Karnataka Vs. Tamilnadu.
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His efforts as the Chairman of Karnataka StateCricket Association (Dharwad Zone)
resulted in constructing new modern Cricket Stadium at Auto Nagar Belgavi Where in
conducted successfully Ranji Trophy matches between

1. Gujarat vs Punjab @ 29..02 November, 2016

2. Gujarat vs Tamil Nadu @ 07..10 November, 2016and

3. Karnataka vs Mumbai from 20th November to 23rd November 2018 at Belagavi

In 2019-20 elected as Convenor of Dharwad Zone of Karnataka State Cricket
Association (KSCA) which consists of five (5) Districts Hubli, Belgaum, Karwar, Gadag
and Haverifor 3 years.

Conducted six first class matches of BCCI in 2019-20 including UttarpradeshVs.
Karnataka Ranji trophy with live telecast. Conducted successfully ThreeT-20 matches
between India under 19 Womens Vs. Bangladesh under 19 women team at Belagavi.
Conducted successfully Ist International 4 day unofficial test match between India A
V/S.Sri Lanka A, from 25th May to 28th May 2019 and 3 One Day matches on 6thJun
2019, 8thJun 2019 & 10thJun 2019at Belagavi, Conducted successfully 4 day Match
between India AVs Newzealand A from 8th September 2022to 11thSeptember 2022 at
Hubli.

BCCl appointed AvinashPotdarasMATCH OBSERVERfor 1stT20 Match between India
Vs. South Africa held on 29thSeptember 2022 at Trivendrum, Kerala.

He organized a National Level “ MR. INDIA ‘ contest in 2003 & 2025 as the President of
Body Builders Association, which was held for the first time in North Karnataka.
Conducted a Big Cycle Rally for “ Anti-Drug Awareness” in which Shri. Prakash
Padukone, former world Badminton Champion took part.More than 5000 school
students participated. Awarded as the Best Sports organizer in 1999-2000 by
“SANGATT”.

He motivated and assisted two physically challenged swimmers to participate in crossing
the English Channel who have bestowed Ekalavya Award by Karnataka Government.
Rtn. Avinash Potdar is married to Ann. Rupa who is Past President of Inner Wheel Club
of Belgaum. She is a post graduate in Synthetic Drugs and secured Gold Medal from
Erstwhile Bombay University.
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Board of Committee For The Year 2025-26

Rtn. Anand R. President

Rtn. K. Sooryanarayana Udpa IP. President

Rtn. Dr. Kanchan Kulakarni Vice President

Rtn. Gopinath N. President Elect

Rtn. Vishwas Y. Secretary

Rtn. Srikanth Nadig Joint Secretary

Rtn. Laxminarayan Bhat Treasurer

Rtn. Veeranna A. Huggi Club Learning Facilitator

DIRECTORS :

Rtn. Suneetha Sridhar Club Service

Rtn. Senthil Velan Vocational Service

Rtn. Kishore Sheernaly Community Service

Rtn. H.S. Mohan International Service

Rtn. N.G. Usha Youth Service

Rtn. Nagesh M.V. District Project

Rtn. Manjunath S. Sergeant at Arms
SPECIAL INVITEES :

Rin. PDG. Dr. R.D. Prabhu  Rtn. PDG. Dr. P. Narayana

Rtn. PAG. S. Dattatri Rtn. PAG. N.S. Sreedhar

Rtn. PAG. H.D. Udayashankar Shastry

Chairmen of Permanent Project

Rtn. D.S. Nataraj, Chairman, 75th Anniversary Trust
Rtn. N.S. Sridhar, chairman, Centenary Trust

Rtn. A. Manjunath, chairman, Ashakirana
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2025-26 Rotary International President

Francesco Arezzo of Italy selected to be
2025-26 Rotary International President
Francesco Arezzo, a member of the Rotary
Club of Ragusa, Italy, has been selected by the
Board of Directors to become Rotary
International’s President for 2025-26. Arezzo
will become president on 1 July. The Board
conducted a special session following the
unexpected resignation of Rl President-elect Mario César Martins
de Camargo on 8 June. Guided by the RI code and policies, the
Board selected the new President-elect from a pool of candidates
who were considered by the Nominating Committee for President
of Rotary International in August 2023.The 2025-26 presidential
message, announced at the 2025 Rotary International Assembly
in February, will remain Unite for Good, which calls on Rotary
members to be a force for unity in a world increasingly divided by
politics, geography, and ideology. Through service projects,
Rotary brings together people of every background across races,
religions, and professions in a shared mission to do good in their
communities. Arezzo is an orthodontist in private practice. He is
active internationally as a member of the Italian, European, and
American orthodontics associations. He is vice president of the
National Association of Italian Dentists for the province of Ragusa
and was the founder and head for seven years of the delegation
for Ragusa of the National Trust for Italy. He is a Knight of Honor
and Devotion in Obedience within the Sovereign Order of Malta. A
Rotary member for more than 30 years, Arezzo has served as vice
chair of the Joint Strategic Planning Committee and as Rl director,
learning facilitator, and as district conference presidential
representative. Arezzo is a Benefactor of The Rotary Foundation.
He is married to Anna Maria Criscione, an entrepreneur in the
tourismfield. They have two children.

Theme logo for 2025-26

The Rotary International theme for 2025-26
is Unite for Good". This theme encourages
Rotary members to foster unity and work
together to create positive change in the world.
It emphasizes the power of human connection
to address global challenges and promote a
shared purpose of doing good.

Here's amore detailed look:

Focus on Unity: The theme highlights Rotary's
role in bringing people together across differences in
background, religion, and ideology to work towards a common
goal.

Call to Action: It encourages members to actively participate in
service projects and initiatives that contribute to a better world.

Consistent Messaging: The theme is intended to be used
consistently in all Rotary communications, helping to strengthen
the organization's brand and impact.

Inspiration: The theme is designed to inspire members,
potential members, and partners to join Rotary's mission of
service.

Resources Available: Rotary provides resources and
guidelines for clubs and districts to effectively incorporate the
theme into their activities and communications.
















